The  Eliza  Groatorcx  Engravings 


Eliza  Greatorex  was  a  successful  illustrator  and  portrait  pa  nter  in  mid- 1 9th 
century  New  York  As  a  young  widow,  she  turned  to  painting  as  a  means  of 
supporting  her  children   It  was  only  then  that  she  began  her  professional  art 
training  under  the  tutelage  of  established  artists  in  France  and  Germany  When 
she  returned  to  New  York  after  several  years  of  study.  Greatorex  carved  Out  a 
successful  career  based  on  a  limited  number  of  society  portraits  sevwai  popular 
series  of  picturesque  engravings,  and  an  active  role  in  professional  artists 
groups  She  was  one  of  the  first  women  chosen  to  head  the  New  York  Academy 
of  An  and  Design    In  addition  to  her  New  York  series,  she  also  published 
collections  of  engravings  made  in  Germany  and  in  the  American  Southwest 
The  style  of  her  New  York  drawings  is  highly  romantic  and  features  viows  of  a 
disappearing  rural  landscape  where  vine-covered  farmhouses  and  gothlc 
mansions  crumble  m  the  shadows  of  windswept  trees  Greatorox's  aim  was  to 
provide  a  historical  record  of  an  older,  more  rustic  Manhattan  end  sites  are 
carefully  noted    Many  of  the  original  drawings  tor  the  engravings  in  the  Old 
York  Library's  collection  are  in  the  Museum  of  the  City  of  New  York  archives 
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